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Abstract: This research examines the Sufi thought of Syech Mustofa Husein Nasution within the framework of political Islamic development in North Sumatra. As an influential Sufi cleric from Mandailing Natal, Syech Mustofa Husein combines the teachings of Islamic spirituality with a socio-political vision orientated towards justice and the welfare of the people. His Sufi approach is not apolitical, but instead emphasises the importance of morality, honesty and divine responsibility in every development process. His thinking highlights the importance of tazkiyah al-nafs (purification of the soul) as a foundation for leaders and policy makers in carrying out development that is Islamic, civilised and in favour of the poor. Through a literature study and historical analysis of his role in society, this research shows that the concept of Islamic development according to Syech Mustofa Husein is based on a balance between the spiritual and structural dimensions, between worship and social work. His ideas make an important contribution in shaping a value-based Islamic development paradigm, especially in the context of plural and dynamic North Sumatra.
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Introduction
Political development in an Islamic perspective is not only understood as an effort to improve material welfare, but also as a process of perfecting human life in all its dimensions - spiritual, moral, social, and economic. In this case, Islamic development aims to create a just, prosperous, and noble society, as exemplified by the Prophet Muhammad in building the community of Medina. According to Nasution (2001), Islamic development is a process of human transformation based on tawhid, with an orientation of balance between the needs of the world and the hereafter. Therefore, Islamic development requires a strong value foundation, namely the integration between the outer and inner aspects, between structural policies and strengthening the spirituality of individuals and communities. In the treasury of Islamic thought, Sufism occupies an important position as a discipline that emphasises the inner dimension and purification of the soul (tazkiyatun nafs). Al-Attas (1977) emphasises that true Sufism is the process of internalising divine values into the human soul so as to create civilised and highly ethical individuals. Tasawwuf not only teaches personal closeness to God, but also contains teachings that form social awareness, moral responsibility, and leadership based on divine values. This makes Sufism a great potential in providing ethical and spiritual direction for the development movement, especially in the context of contemporary Muslim societies that face a crisis of values and moral decadence (Hassan, 2010).
One of the important figures who brought the idea of Sufism into the socio-political and developmental realms of Islam was Syech Mustofa Husein Nasution, a Sufi scholar and tariqah leader from Mandailing Natal, North Sumatra. As a spiritual figure as well as a social figure, Syech Mustofa Husein saw that development would not be truly successful without moral development and purification of the soul. He emphasises the importance of trustworthy leadership, social justice, and service to the people as a form of worship and manifestation of love for Allah SWT. This is in line with the opinion of Sardar (2006), who states that leaders in Islamic societies must have a strong spiritual dimension in order to be able to build a just and civilised society. Syech Mustofa Husein's thinking departs from the complex social reality of Muslims in North Sumatra, with diverse ethnic, cultural and religious backgrounds. In the midst of this condition, he called for the importance of spiritualising politics and development as an effort to form a harmonious, just and pious society. According to Zuhdi (2015), contemporary Sufism has the capacity to become a progressive social force if it is released from exclusivism and connected to the socio-political reality of the people.
North Sumatra, as a region with high socio-political dynamics, is fertile ground for the development of value-based Islamic development thought and practice. Economic inequality, identity crisis, and weak moral orientation in contemporary politics are big challenges that require a more holistic approach. In this context, the Sufism thought of Syech Mustofa Husein becomes relevant to be studied further, not only as a spiritual heritage, but also as an ethical and philosophical offer for humane and transcendental development. This is reinforced by the thoughts of Chittick (1989) who states that Sufism has a set of values that are able to answer the challenges of the times, including in the aspects of governance and development.
This research aims to dig deeper into the Sufism thought of Syech Mustofa Husein Nasution, and how his ideas can be applied in the context of Islamic development politics in North Sumatra. Using a qualitative approach and an in-depth literature study, this research seeks to answer fundamental questions about how the values of Sufism can be the foundation of development policies that are oriented towards social justice, the welfare of the people, and collective blessings. This research also wants to show that the integration between Sufism and politics is not contradictory, but rather mutually reinforcing in realising the ideals of Islamic development that is rahmatan lil 'alamin.
However, in the socio-political reality of North Sumatra, Islamic development still faces various complex problems. One of the main problems is the lack of integration between Islamic spiritual values and development policies implemented by the government and local political actors. According to Fakih (2002), development policies that are not based on religious ethics and values often give birth to social inequality and alienation of society from the state. Development is often trapped in materialistic and technocratic approaches, which ignore the moral, ethical and equanimity aspects of society. The result is social inequality, a lack of sensitivity to the marginalised, and a crisis of public trust in leaders. In addition, political practices that tend to be transactional and opportunistic have further distanced development goals from noble Islamic values. The culture of corruption, abuse of power, and disregard for the principles of justice and trust are major challenges to the realisation of true Islamic development (Syafi'i Ma'arif, 2013). 
It is in this context that Sufism thinking, especially as initiated by Syech Mustofa Husein Nasution, becomes important to be revived. His teachings offer a development approach based on self-purification, sincerity in public service, and alignment with the welfare of the people. Unfortunately, the contribution of the thoughts of local figures such as Syech Mustofa Husein Nasution in the discourse of Islamic development at the regional level has not been studied much academically. His intellectual and spiritual legacy is more often understood within the framework of tarekat and personal spiritual life, even though in the treasury of his thoughts there are philosophical foundations and social praxis that are very relevant to answer today's development challenges (Azra, 2010).
The study of political Sufism in Islamic development has become a growing topic in the last decade, along with the need for a spiritual approach in political reform and community development. Zainuddin (2017) in his paper examines Imam al-Ghazali's political thought combined with the values of Sufism. He emphasises that wise leaders must have a strong spiritual dimension in order to manage power with justice and integrity. This concept is considered very relevant in Islamic development based on values and morality. Similarly, Syamsuddin (2019) mentions that political Sufism is a middle way offer that avoids the extremes of both secularisation of power and the dominance of religious formalism. In the context of development, Sufism values such as honesty, trustworthiness, and zuhud are considered important to guard public policies so that they remain pro-people and not corrupt (Zainuddin, 2017).
Furthermore, Anshari (1992) in his national symposium explained that Sufism is not merely a personal mystical experience, but can function as a socio-political ethic (Anshari, 1992). This is crucial in the context of community development because a community fostered with spiritual ethics will be more prepared to face change and able to maintain social stability. Research by Habibullah (2021) raised Ibn 'Arabi's thoughts on insan kamil as a model of spiritual leadership. He showed that ideal leaders in Islam are those who are able to integrate development policies and spiritual wisdom. This approach not only builds physical infrastructure, but also empowers the moral and spiritual aspects of society (Habibullah, 2021).
Another study was conducted by Fauzan (2022), who critically examined the failure of modern leadership in the post-truth era. He offers political Sufism as an alternative approach, because it is able to raise collective awareness and strengthen public integrity (Fauzan, 2022). In Islamic development, this approach is considered capable of overcoming moral degradation and bureaucratic decay. More classically, Harun Nasution (2005) in Rational Islam emphasises the importance of rationality and ethics in political life. Although he does not explicitly discuss political Sufism, he supports the idea that spiritual values in Islam should be the basis for building a just and progressive civilisation (Nasution, 2005).
Research by Muslich (2020) in the Journal of Islamic Thought also adds a new perspective by examining the role of tarekat in socio-political development at the grassroots level. He found that tarekat organisations in several regions of Indonesia play an important role in creating social resilience and economic empowerment of the people (Muslich, 2020). Meanwhile, Idris (2018) discussed the role of Sufi leaders in classical Islamic history who were able to build a just, independent, and public good-orientated fiefdom. These studies show that Sufism values, such as ihsan, ikhlas, and adab, are very relevant in designing a development system that does not only focus on material aspects, but also upholds spiritual values (Idris, 2018).
Political Sufism is a relevant and important spiritual approach in Islamic development. Values such as justice, honesty, trustworthiness, and modesty taught in Sufism contribute to the formation of moral leadership and clean government systems. Various studies have shown that political Sufism not only forms pious individuals, but also promotes a just, ethical and public good-orientated society. Therefore, political Sufism can be an ethical and spiritual foundation in designing holistic and sustainable Islamic development.
Method
 This research uses a descriptive qualitative approach chosen for its ability to understand social phenomena in depth, especially those related to the values of political Sufism in Islamic development in North Sumatra. According to Moleong (2014), a descriptive qualitative approach is very appropriate to describe the conditions and meaning of a phenomenon as a whole based on field data, while Creswell (2013) asserts that qualitative research focuses on exploring the meaning and experience that is difficult to measure quantitatively, especially in cultural and spiritual contexts (Creswell, 2013). In the context of political Sufism, Seyyed Hossein Nasr (2006) explains that Sufism is not only a personal spiritual dimension, but also has an important role in shaping the ethics of leadership and governance of an equitable Islamic society (Nasr, 2006). This is in line with the views of Muhammad Abid al-Jabiri (1999) who emphasises the need for an Islamic development paradigm that unites spiritual values and political action to realise true social justice (al-Jabiri, 1999). In addition, Fathur Rokhman (2010) also highlighted the role of tarekat and the practice of Sufism in the Sumatra region as effective socio-political agents in the development of Islamic communities that are harmonious and oriented towards the common good (Rokhman, 2010).
In collecting data, this study utilised primary data obtained through in-depth interviews with tarekat leaders, scholars, academics, and local officials who understand the relationship between Sufism, politics, and community development. Participatory observation was also conducted in tarekat activities and dhikr assemblies as part of the triangulation technique to ensure data validity. Secondary data in the form of documentation studies, books, scientific articles, and regional policies are also important sources to enrich understanding. According to Sugiyono (2017), the triangulation technique by combining interviews, observation, and documentation is an effective strategy to maintain data validity in qualitative research (Sugiyono, 2017). Furthermore, data analysis was conducted using thematic analysis method, which consists of data reduction, grouping information into specific themes, and contextual interpretation. This process is in accordance with the method proposed by Miles, Huberman, and Saldana (2014), which emphasises the importance of reducing and organising data into categories to explore the meaning hidden in qualitative data (Saldana, 2014). With this methodology, the research is expected to provide a comprehensive picture of the contribution of political Sufism values to Islamic development in North Sumatra.
Results and Discussion 
Syech Mustofa Husein Nasution is one of the great scholars and leaders of the Naqsyabandiyah order in North Sumatra who is very influential in the development of political Sufism in this region. His teachings prioritise the integration of spirituality and leadership as the main foundation in the development of a civilised and just Islamic society.
Spiritual and Leadership Roles
[bookmark: _Hlk200979516]Syech Mustofa Husein Nasution asserts that ideal leadership must start from the process of cleansing the soul (tazkiyatun nafs), which is a deep spiritual development involving self- discipline, restraint of lust, and strengthening awareness of Allah SWT. This process becomes the foundation so that a leader is not trapped in the temptation of power alone, but is able to lead with a clean heart (qalbun salim) and a full sense of moral responsibility. In his Naqsyabandiyah Khalidiyah Tariqat, Syech Mustofa instructed the disciples to routinely perform dhikr, wirid, and muraqabah as the main spiritual practice. These dhikr activities are not mere rituals, but rather a means to raise spiritual awareness and cultivate the inner calm that a leader desperately needs in order to make wise and just decisions. With the spirit of divinity maintained, a leader is able to carry out his duties as aminullah (God's representative on earth) who brings prosperity to the people. As conveyed from the results of an interview with Gus Irawan, Regent of South Tapanuli Regency.
“He strongly believed that true leadership must begin with self-purification, or tazkiyatun nafs, without cleansing the heart and disciplining the soul, a leader would easily fall into the traps of ego, power, and greed. For him, spirituality wasn’t optional it was foundational. March, 2025"

Empirical facts support the importance of this spiritual foundation in leadership in North Sumatra. Several community leaders and regional officials in areas such as Deli Serdang, Langkat, and Padangsidimpuan are known to consistently attend the dhikr assemblies and tarekat coaching led by Syech Mustofa. They acknowledge that this spiritual practice provides inner strength and moral fortitude when facing challenges in governance and political decision- making. In addition, data from field observations show that prospective leaders who have participated in tarekat spiritual guidance tend to be better able to control social conflicts and maintain harmony between community groups. This is because they have been accustomed to practising patience, self-control, and tawadhu' (humble) behaviour, which are essential Sufism values for managing differences of interest in a pluralistic society.
Qualitative research conducted on the Naqsyabandiyah tarekat community in Medan also revealed that leaders rooted in this spiritual practice are better able to instil the values of justice, honesty and sincerity in every public policy they execute. For example, community empowerment programmes developed by such leaders do not only focus on economic aspects, but also on character building and moral values, in an effort to build a spiritually and socially complete society. Furthermore, Syech Mustofa also emphasised the importance of muraqabah or continuous self-surveillance as the key to making leaders always aware of their responsibilities before God and society. In the recitation of tarekat, students are taught to always introspect and maintain their intentions so that they are not mixed with worldly interests that can tarnish the sincerity of leadership. This concept forms a strong spiritual culture so that leaders do not only focus on achieving worldly targets, but also consider the long-term welfare of the people.
Historically, Syech Mustofa was known as a figure who not only taught spiritual theory, but also practised leadership by example. When he served as a community leader and cleric, he actively led recitation assemblies and took on the role of conflict mediator, always emphasising the principles of Sufism in problem solving. This attitude and behaviour became a model of leadership that is emulated by his students to this day. Thus, the spiritual foundation built by Syech Mustofa is not just a theory, but has transformed into a real practice that shapes the character and quality of leadership in North Sumatra, especially in the Naqsyabandiyah tarekat community. Leadership that is clean of soul and full of spiritual awareness is expected to be able to bring Islamic development that is fair, sustainable, and oriented towards the benefit of the people.
Leadership as People's Service
[bookmark: _Hlk200979785]In the political Sufism teachings of Syech Mustofa Husein Nasution, the concept of leadership is strongly emphasised as a form of service to the people (khadim al-ummah), not as a dominant or authoritarian absolute power. A true leader must put forward a humble attitude, implement the principle of deliberation (shura), and place the interests of the people and the public good above personal or group interests. This attitude reflects the essence of Sufism which makes the leader a servant who is tasked with nurturing and guiding the community. The practice of Servant Leadership in the Tarekat Community, facts in the field show that the Naqsyabandiyah Khalidiyah tarekat leaders guided by Syech Mustofa often become mediators and arbiters in various social and political conflicts in the North Sumatra region. As conveyed from the results of an interview with Harun Mustofa, figur in Mandailing Natal.

“In 2018, during a land conflict between Muslim and non-Muslim communities, tarekat leaders applied his method: patient dialogue, justice, and spiritual calmness. They didn’t act as politicians, but as trusted peacemakers. That’s the model of leadership he taught — grounded in service and spiritual sincerity. March, 2025”

They use spiritual approaches that emphasise dialogue, patience and justice to reduce tensions and maintain community stability and harmony. For example, in 2018, in Medan and neighbouring areas, several tarekat leaders played an active role in mediating land disputes involving Muslim and other ethnic groups. Their approach is based on the principles of justice and peace, by inviting all parties to sit together in a deliberative forum based on Islamic values and Sufism, so that conflicts that have the potential to spread can be resolved peacefully.

Role in Socio-Political Conflict Resolution
[bookmark: _GoBack]A part from land disputes, tarekat leaders are also involved in resolving inter-community conflicts in Langkat and Deli Serdang districts. They use intensive dialogue methods and spiritual approaches to mediate disputes that arise due to differences in economic and social interests. In this case, tarekat leaders apply the principles of wisdom and righteousness in their decisions, prioritising the common good and avoiding actions that divide the people. Interviews with community leaders in Langkat (2022) revealed that the role of tarekat in conflict mediation is considered very effective because it is based on spiritual authority and high trust from the community. These tarekat leaders are seen as figures who have strong moral legitimacy and are able to become a bridge of communication between various hostile groups.
The application of deliberation (Shura) in decision-making, Syech Mustofa taught that in every decision-making, especially those that have a wide impact on society, open and inclusive deliberation should be conducted. This aims to obtain a decision that is not only administratively effective, but also socially acceptable and contains the value of justice. Based on concrete data, this can be seen in the implementation of village development deliberations in several regions of North Sumatra, which are led by tarekat leaders. These deliberations involve various elements of the community, including religious, adat and youth leaders, so that the results of development decisions reflect collective aspirations and are able to answer the needs of the community holistically. Leadership that Prioritises General Maslahat, Leaders formed through the spiritual process and the teachings of Syech Mustofa's political Sufism always put the maslahat of the people as the main goal. This attitude is evident in the various social development programmes they encourage, ranging from education, economic empowerment of the people, to humanitarian social programmes. For example, in Deli Serdang Regency, a number of tarekat leaders who are also active in the local government initiated scholarship programmes for underprivileged children, skills training for youth, and social assistance for poor families. All of these programmes are implemented with an approach that prioritises social justice and equality, in line with the principles of Sufism that promote social balance and harmony.
In addition to their role in the local sphere, Tarekat leaders under the guidance of Syech Mustofa are also often invited as resource persons and facilitators in interreligious and intercultural dialogue forums in North Sumatra. This role shows widespread recognition of their capabilities as agents of peace who prioritise the values of love and brotherhood. For example, in 2019, tarekat leaders actively facilitated an interfaith dialogue in Medan aimed at strengthening relations between ethnic and religious groups in the midst of social dynamics that have the potential to cause friction. Their spiritual approach and Sufism principles fostered a strong sense of understanding and tolerance among the dialogue participants. Thus, leadership in the political Sufism teachings of Syech Mustofa Husein Nasution is truly understood as a service to the people based on humility, deliberation, and the prioritisation of the public good. The role of congregational leaders as mediators, dialogue facilitators, and community servants shows the real implementation of this principle that contributes significantly to creating stability, justice, and social harmony in North Sumatra. Political Sufism in Islamic development is the integration of spiritual values and ethics of Sufism in the practice of leadership and management of Islamic community development. This approach emphasises that development is not only about material or economic progress, but must be accompanied by cleansing of the heart, justice, compassion and service to the people. Leaders based on Sufism serve as servants of the people (khadim al-ummah), prioritise deliberation (shura), maintain social harmony, and produce public policies oriented towards general maslahat and spiritual welfare.
Political Cadre in the Framework of Islamic Development Politics
Syech Musthafa Husein Nasution was a charismatic cleric from Mandailing Natal, North Sumatra, who played an important role in political and religious regeneration. Through educational, organisational, and economic approaches, he succeeded in shaping a generation of Islamic leaders who are influential to this day. One of his greatest contributions was the establishment of the Musthafawiyah Islamic Boarding School in Purba Baru in 1915. This pesantren became a centre of Islamic education that emphasised the understanding of Ahlussunnah wal Jama'ah and the Syafi'i school of thought. Through this pesantren, Sheikh Musthafa Husein fostered students who later became important figures in religious organisations such as Nahdlatul Ulama (NU), Al-Washliyah, and Muhammadiyah in North Sumatra.
Political cadreisation is a fundamental part of building a political order that is sustainable and has integrity. In the framework of Islamic development politics, the political regeneration carried out by Syech Mustofa Husein Nasution is not only understood as a process of administrative leadership regeneration, but also as a process of fostering Islamic values in the souls and minds of prospective leaders. Syech Mustofa Husein Nasution's Islamic development politics is an effort to organise people's lives based on Islamic principles, such as justice (al- 'adl), welfare (al-maslahah), participation (shūrā), trust, and empowerment of the people. Thus, the regeneration process in this context aims to produce leaders who are able to realise the ideal society in accordance with Islamic values, namely a just, prosperous and civilised society (baldatun ṭayyibatun wa rabbun ghafūr).
The urgency of political regeneration in Islam can be seen since the time of the Prophet Muhammad who directly fostered the companions as leaders of the people. This shows that regeneration is an integral part of da'wah and civilisation building. In the modern context, regeneration becomes very important because political challenges are increasingly complex and often coloured by pragmatic interests and far from moral values. Therefore, Islamic political regeneration must be carried out systematically and based on the values of tawhid, trust, justice, deliberation, and orientation to the public good. These values must be deeply instilled so that the resulting cadres not only have technical competence, but also have integrity and noble morals. As conveyed from the results of an interview with a Dadang Pasaribu, young figur Sumatera Utara.
"…He believed political cadre formation must begin with deep religious education and strong moral foundation. At Musthafawiyah, he didn’t just teach fiqh, Arabic, or classical texts. He embedded values like justice, trust, social responsibility, and most importantly, sincerity in serving the ummah. Leadership, for him, was a trust (amanah) from Allah that required spiritual maturity and constant self-awareness. Every student was trained not only to be intellectually sharp but also to be spiritually grounded. Daily routines included not just classes, but dhikr sessions, muraqabah, and direct mentorship from senior teachers. These spiritual practices helped internalize humility and discipline qualities that are often lost in modern political culture. May, 2025).
The regeneration strategy carried out by Syech Mustofa Husein Nasution in the framework of Islamic political development must start from Islamic value-based political education at the Mustofawiyah Purba Baru Islamic Boarding School, both through formal channels such as schools and universities, as well as non-formal channels such as pesantren, community organisations, and da'wah activities. In addition, the recruitment and selection process of prospective cadres must be carried out openly, objectively, and based on integrity and commitment to Islam. Leadership training based on Islamic values also needs to be developed, so that cadres have balanced spiritual, intellectual and emotional provisions. Long-term coaching and mentoring are also key, so that the regeneration process does not stop at a short training, but becomes a sustainable process that builds character.
However, the process of Islamic political regeneration is not free from the challenges experienced by Syech Mustofa Husein Nasutin. Secular political hegemony and the dominance of pragmatism often hinder the inclusion of Islamic values in the modern political system. In addition, the lack of a structured regeneration system within Islamic political parties and organisations has led to slow or even interrupted leadership regeneration. The lack of exemplary Muslim leaders is also a major obstacle in the cadre development process. Therefore, Muslims need to build a solid political regeneration ecosystem that is based on Islamic values and is able to adapt to contemporary political dynamics. Thus, political regeneration within the framework of Islamic political development is a strategic task that must be carried out by all elements of the ummah. Success in building an Islamic regeneration system will determine the quality of the leadership of the ummah in the future. Cadres born from this process are expected to be able to carry out the mandate of leadership fairly, honestly, and orientated towards the welfare and benefit of the people as a whole. This is part of the great effort to create a sustainable Islamic civilisation that is rahmatan lil alamin.
Conclusion 
The Sufism thinking of Sheikh Musthafa Husein Nasution shows a deep integration between spirituality and socio-political praxis in the context of Islamic development in North Sumatra. As a Sufism scholar rooted in the Ahlussunnah wal Jama'ah tradition and the Shafi'i school of thought, he does not separate the inner dimension from social reality, but instead makes Sufism a moral and ethical foundation in building the ummah. Tasawwuf in Sheikh Musthafa's view is not a way of escape from the world, but rather a way of self-purification that forms the character of leaders and people who are honest, trustworthy, patient, and just. This thinking was manifested in concrete steps through the establishment of the Musthafawiyah Islamic Boarding School, social religious organisations such as the Tapanuli Muslim Association (PMT), active involvement in NU, and his political fatwa in the 1955 elections. All this shows that Sufism was used as a foundation in the process of political regeneration, empowering the people's economy, and strengthening the social structure of Islam. With a comprehensive approach based on spiritual values, Sheikh Musthafa contributed greatly to shaping an Islamic political tradition that was characterful, polite and transformative. Thus, the Sufism thought of Sheikh Musthafa Husein Nasution has become an important pillar in the politics of Islamic development in North Sumatra. He succeeded in instilling that Islamic politics must grow from straight morals, a clean soul, and an orientation towards the benefit of the people holistically, a legacy of thought that remains relevant amid the challenges of modernisation and moral crises in the life of the nation and state.
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